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Many people, including myself, believe the Bible is a collection of documents written by men but inspired by God. 

All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work. (2 Tim. 3:16–17, ESV) 

…For no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God. (2 Pet. 1:21, NASB) 

There are many different types of believers: educated and non-educated, rich and poor, from religious and non-religious families etc. However, it is no secret that there are also people of all types that reject the Bible. The fact that there are diverse types on both sides of the issue suggests that belief in the Bible does not depend on any of those factors. The decision usually has to do with our reasoning process. Many people simply disregard the Bible if they believe its contents might conflict with presuppositions or life-goals they have. I would like to point out what I believe are obvious weaknesses in some of the common objections to believing the Bible is from God. Then, we will consider the serious risk one takes when they do not take the time to come to a solid, educated decision about the Bible. This is not written to convince you to believe in God and the Bible but to convince you it is worth the time and effort to seriously consider.

“The Bible is Old and Couldn’t Possibly Be Relevant Today.”

Imagine you are suffering from severe depression. You go to the bookstore to see if you can find a book to help you overcome it. As you are looking at the books on depression, an employee asks if you need help. You confide in her what you are looking for and why. She pulls two books from the shelf and tells you these two are the only ones that cover your specific situation. One was published in 1913 and the other was published last year. You conclude that the newer book must be better because it would naturally be more relevant and contain newer research. The bookstore employee offers some advice. “I understand why you would come to that conclusion. However, this newer book sold quite a few copies in the first month but barely any since then. However, the 1913 book has enjoyed steady sales and great reviews since its original publishing date. I know people that say this book changed their lives and it’s obvious that is not an overstatement by the visible change in them. The book may be old but ninety-nine years of success and the continued recommendation of psychologists and patients don’t lie. This is the book you want.” Likewise, there must be good reason why one-third of the world’s population still believes the Bible is God’s word and the answer for their lives nearly two thousand years after its completion. We use discoveries and history from hundreds and thousands of years ago as the foundation for how we conduct scientific research and political decisions today. Why can’t we apply ancient biblical principles to modern life? Besides all this, if God is the Creator, doesn’t it make sense that his purposes should still be our purposes and his instructions would be timeless?

“I Don’t Think We Can Trust the Bible to Be Reliable History.”

How did you come to that conclusion? Did you accept what someone told you or have you considered the evidence for that statement yourself? Did you know that if all ancient texts were expected to fill some requirements skeptics want the Bible to fill none would pass? Did you know that most of the biblical documents, certainly the gospels, are the best-attested documents of ancient history? In other words, if you can’t trust the gospels, you pretty much can’t trust anything we know about ancient history. Don’t take my word for it. Check out F.F. Bruce’s The New Testament Documents: Are they reliable? Or, for a fun novel that addresses this issue read Josh McDowell’s Is the Bible True… Really? Also Craig Blomberg’s The Historical Reliability of the Gospels is a more scholarly book on this topic.
“Science Already Explains Life without God, So Why Bother?”

When people are fed information and tested to see if they retained that information throughout their youth, it is difficult to imagine that information could be false. We are taught to view teachers and textbooks as if they were the fountains from which all truth flows. However, teachers are people and textbooks were written by people who, like us, make mistakes, fail to be as diligent in their research as they should, and have presuppositions with which they are unwilling to part no matter where the evidence points. Facts are theories that have been proven beyond a reasonable doubt. Have you tested the things you consider factual or have you just accepted what has been fed to you? There are many credentialed scientists who would say that the only way to explain the complexities of the universe is that they are the product of a Great Designer. If you think that Science and the Bible contradict each other, it would do you well to check out the book, I Don’t Have Enough Faith to Be An Atheist by Norman Geisler and Frank Turek. However, understanding these questions of origin is not necessary. If the Bible is proven historically reliable and, thus, events like Jesus’ resurrection are proven to be historically true, then Jesus’ claim to be the Son of God is substantiated and all other biblical truth is validated by His endorsement of it (Rom. 1:4). A good book that presents the solid evidence for Jesus’ resurrection is Gary Habermas’ and Michael Licona’s The Case for the Resurrection of Jesus.
“I Don’t Agree with Some of the Bible’s Teaching.”

Honestly, what do our opinions have to do with determining whether the Bible came from God or not? Let’s say you wrote an essay about why you think football is the best sport and I read it. What if I disagree and think basketball is the best sport? Does my opinion change the fact that you wrote the essay? Should you change your opinion because I disagree? Does it mean God did not inspire the Bible because you do not agree with everything it says? Does it mean God should change his will because you disagree with him? Whether you or I disagree with anything in the Bible would not change whether it is actually from God or not.

“Christians are Hypocrites!”

Yes, some certainly are. It’s a shame to them and a disgrace to God. However, how does hypocrisy among Christians prove the Bible is not from God? Some might say, “If it were from God, it would be more effective in changing people.” Have you read the Bible to find out if it actually promises that? 

And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect. 

(Rom. 12:2, NASB)

God said that his people should not be like the rest of the world but be transformed by changing the way they think. So, “renewing [one’s] mind” by God’s word should result in the accomplishment of God’s will in their life. But, how does this renewing work? Does it magically happen as one reads? 

Therefore, putting aside all filthiness and all that remains of wickedness, in humility receive the word implanted, which is able to save your souls. But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves. For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks at his natural face in a mirror; for once he has looked at himself and gone away, he has immediately forgotten what kind of person he was. But one who looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this man will be blessed in what he does. (James 1:21–25, NASB) 

First, a person has to begin the process by determining to “put aside” evil from his or her life. Then, the word must be “planted”; whether by hearing someone read it or reading it themselves. At this point, God’s desired result is still not produced. He said it must be “received.” Hypocrites are those who “delude themselves” into thinking “as long as I show up on Sunday and talk the talk, everybody, including God, will think I’m the real deal.” God knows our hearts and even most people can see right through a fake. Receiving the word, James wrote, means using the Bible like a mirror. We all know that simply looking into a mirror will not fix our appearance. We have to acknowledge what is out of place and fix it. God’s word will not magically change us into who he wants us to be. We read it to find out God’s will for us but we must take the initiative and fix what is out of place!

So, hypocrisy among Christians does not mean God is not the source of the Bible. It means he doesn’t want to make us robots. He wants us to freely and purposefully come to know him and his will and accept it as the guiding force in our lives. In fact, hypocrisy actually serves as evidence that Jesus is the Son of God because he prophesied that “many” would be hypocrites (Matt. 7:20-23).

“I Just Don’t Have the Time to Think About it Right Now.”
“I just want to enjoy this time of my life.” “I’ll think about it when work slows down or I retire.” “I’ve got four kids, a mortgage, two car-payments, and my marriage is on the rocks, when do you expect me to find time to figure this out?” I don’t want to sound unsympathetic, because I believe all of these, including enjoying life, are important and worthwhile endeavors. However, I’m not asking you to live in a cabin in the mountains for a year to study the Bible. Nor am I asking you to quit your job or even take a vacation day. I am not asking you to neglect your family responsibilities. I am asking you to take 10-20 minutes a day to consider something serious. Maybe you could do some research on your lunch break. I am asking you to use some of the time you normally use for TV or a magazine after the kids are in bed to find out if your life and family should be headed in another direction. It’s funny how we can squeeze something into our schedules if we want to but become extremely busy when someone else suggests something we need to do. 

The Risk

So, why should you want to find out if the Bible came from God or not?

“Then He will also say to those on His left, ‘Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry, and you gave Me nothing to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me nothing to drink; I was a stranger, and you did not invite Me in; naked, and you did not clothe Me; sick, and in prison, and you did not visit Me.’ “Then they themselves also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry, or thirsty, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not take care of You?’ “Then He will answer them, ‘Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.’ “These will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” (Matt. 25:41–46, NASB) 

“But for the cowardly and unbelieving and abominable and murderers and immoral persons and sorcerers and idolaters and all liars, their part will be in the lake that burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.” (Rev. 21:8, NASB)

“But I will warn you whom to fear: fear the One who, after He has killed, has authority to cast into hell; yes, I tell you, fear Him! (Luke 12:5, NASB) 

The possibility of being sentenced to eternal punishment is just too great a risk to take! Now, I know this actually brings up another common objection to believing in God and the Bible. Many say, “I refuse to believe in a god who would send people to a place of eternal fire and torment.” However, we are again faced with this question: Is it reasonable to reject an idea simply because we do not like it? Of course not. The existence of hell depends upon the validity of the Bible, which, like all other ancient documents, depends on the strength of the evidence, not our opinions. Also, could it be that, if you read the Bible, you might understand why God would cast some into Hell?
So, what if God does exist? What if the Bible is true? What if God expects you to live a certain way? What if there is a heaven and hell? Are you willing to risk your eternal future on flawed reasoning? I am not asking you to believe because I believe. I am asking you to honestly consider the evidence and make an educated decision. I'm writing this because I do believe the Bible is the word of God and your eternal future is important to me. It must also be important to the one who made sure you read this article. I hope it is important to you!
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